


"Les\e*v herself is
extremel-v rclor{ut,

Sh,e's extrem,el"s*

p{essd$reea*c, cx.rad $"$ees.f

jrvesf spdd$s {xpad &rx&&$es

esp ipa &er- es,elr&,uu

Humphrey said.

But love permeates all of Humphrey's

works-beginning with the first horses she

ever drew.

"l cannot ever remember a moment that I

was not drawing horses," said Humphrey,

who spent her childhood in Lancashire,

England, dropping out of trees onto the

backs of cart horses on a farm near her

house.
"This field contained an old stream, which

wound all through a corner of it. The bed

contained a rough, grainy clay, and I would

create fat little sleeping horses (always

lying down because I knew nothing of

armatures back then, and the legs would

snap off). The gentle, old farm horses,

often curious, would come and see what

I was doing in case I was making carrots,"

Humphrey said.

From her youth in Britain's Pony Club

to show jumping, fox hunting, dressage

and eventing as an adult, Humphrey has

experienced nearly every type of horse

event-and has witnessed hundreds.
"She has traveled the world studying

firsthand all kinds of equine events,

getting up close and personal," said Julie

Buchanan-springer, who was serving as

executive director of the American Academy

of Equine Art in Georgetown, Kentucky,

when she first met Humphrey. Capturing the
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Humphrey's Horses
Capture the

Energy of Life

A n its final stretch, the horse kicks

I F ro dust from the track that

tf explodes into color. Fans and

owners pour onto the racetrack, and the

dust envelops the horse as though he's

already draped in roses-as if the horse

and jockey have already been crowned

winners of the Kentucky DerbY.

The viewer becomes the finish line in

the official painting of the 2011- Kentucky

Derby. lnternationally known equine artist

Lesley Humphrey painted the Derby poster

artwork on hardboard panels coated with

gold gesso, which lends a vibrant glow to

the horse haloed in a large "O"-only one

letter from a word etched directly into the

gold: "won!"

Messages of hope are scrawled into the

gesso of all three paintings Humphrey

created. The Oaks painting depicts hat-

wearing revelers in the Churchill Downs

paddock, and barely visible in arches of

cloud and shifts of color above their heads

is the word "Health." ln a limited edition

extended painting of the paddock, thrilled

owners gather around their prize filly, the

word "Love" hovering in the skY.

"l inscribed and designed around the

word'Love'because I have never met

anyone more passionate about anything

than the owners, jockeys and trainers have

for the athletes and the sport of racing,"
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